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WHAT  QUAKERS  BELIEVE 

“What  Quakers  Believe”  is  a little  pamphlet  published 
by  Sandy  Spring  Monthly  Meeting,  Sandy  Spring, 
Maryland.  It  was  sent  to  the  Bulletin  by  Mary  M.  G. 
Hansen  (917  Channing  Ave.,  Palo  Alto,  Calif.)  after 
her  recent  trip  in  the  Eastern  states  and  her  visit  to 
the  beautiful  old  stone  meeting  house  at  Sandy  Spring. 
The  first  recorded  meeting  in  Sandy  Spring  was  May 
1753;  this  house  was  built  in  1817.  The  little  pamphlet 
is  prepared  for  visitors  to  the  historic  spot.— Ed. 

The  basis  of  Quaker  life  and  practice  is  a 
conviction  that  there  is  something  of  God’s 
spirit  in  us  all:  that  every  soul  can  have  im- 
mediate communion  with  him. 

When  Friends  meet  together,  they  do  not 
rely  on  priests,  clergy  or  leaders.  The  meeting 
begins  in  living  silence;  one  in  which  the 
clamour  of  daily  life  is  stilled  and  we  can  hear 
God’s  voice.  Then  there  may  be  brief  passages 
of  vocal  prayer  or  ministry  from  any  of  those 
present.  When  thus  seeking  God  consistently, 
we  can  at  all  times  and  in  any  place  sense  the 
eternal  which  is  behind  the  succession  of 
ordinary  events. 

This  for  us  is  the  sacramental  life  which  need 
not  be  marked  by  outward  rites.  This  attitude 
could  only  be  founded  on  the  life  and  teaching 
of  Jesus.  It  involves  an  attempt  to  accept 
literally  the  command  to  love  God  and  one  an- 
other. It  rules  out  war.  It  recognizes  evil  but 
meets  it  with  that  active  good  will  which  out- 
lasts it  or  transforms  it.  Such  beliefs  have  in- 
volved sacrifice  and  much  suffering.  Even 
present-day  Quakers  have  known  the  inside  of 
Nazi  concentration  camps  as  well  as  of  British 
and  American  prisons. 

Our  numbers  are  not  large.  In  America  there 
are  about  116,000  Friends.  Membership  is  open 
to  those  who  share  our  outlook  and  who  in 
worshipping  with  us  find  themselves  “at  home.” 
That  simple  expression  is  not  out  of  place,  for 
the  Quaker  way  of  life  leads  us  to  think  of  men 
and  women  all  over  the  world  as  parts  of  the 
family  of  God. 


VOCAL  MINISTRY  IN  FRIENDS'  MEETINGS 

For  tlieir  adult  study  group  at  University  Meeting, 
Seattle,  the  Religions  Education  Connnittee  worked 
out  an  outline  of  material  for  .study  and  to  encourage 
discussion  and  individual  research  and  meditation.  Most 
of  it  is  (piotations  from  Quaker  writings.  We  present 
here  excerpts  from  this  valuable  outline  in  the  hope  it 
may  be  u.seful  to  other  groups.— Ed. 

Friends  believe  and  maintain  that  to  the  lis- 
tening heart  God  does  speak  intelligibly.  Some 
amongst  Mis  worshippers  are  gifted  with  spec- 
ial openness  to  receive  and  power  to  transmit 


in  words,  actual  messages  from  Himself.  Real 
communion  with  Him  is  not  only  possible,  but 
is  freely  open  to  all. 

As  the  worshipper  sits  in  silence  some  mes- 
sage may  arise  out  of  the  depth  of  his  soul  which 
he  recognizes  to  be  intended  not  simply  for  him- 
self but  for  the  gathering  as  a whole.  If  he  does 
not  express  it,  he  finds  himself  burdened  with 
a sense  of  omission,  but  if  he  faithfully  utters 
it,  there  follows  a sense  of  clearness  and  relief. 

This  particular  sense  of  urgency  is  usually 
the  sign  of  divine  requirement.  There  is  no 
sure,  no  single  test  of  guidance.  The  sensitive 
person  learns  to  recognize  the  call  as  clearly  as 
he  recognizes  the  voice  of  his  friend,  though  he 
may  be  quite  unable  to  describe  its  quality.  A 
clear  conviction  that  the  need  of  the  meeting  or 
of  some  persons  in  it  or  even  that  one’s  own 
need  requires  that  words  be  uttered  is  often  the 
only  assurance  when  there  is  doubt.  Though  a 
message  may  seem  intellectually  fitting,  it 
should  not  be  given  unless  it  glows  with  life. 

No  one  should  go  to  meeting  with  the  definite 
expectation  of  speaking  or  not  speaking.  It  is 
no  light  matter  to  break  the  living  silence.  This 
should  be  done  only  with  a sense  of  humility. 
Spoken  words  should  come  not  as  an  interrup- 
tion of  the  silence,  but  rather  as  a component 
part  of  it.  Whatever  thoughts  we  may  have 
worked  out  under  the  sense  of  help  from  God 
must  be  held  loosely,  with  perfect  willingness 
to  refrain  from  uttering  them  if  the  right  time 
has  not  come.  In  a large  company,  it  is  of  spec- 
ial importance  that  we  should  thus  quietly  wait 
for  clear  guidance. 

Content:  There  is  no  limit  to  the  freedom  of 
the  spirit.  The  following  characteristics  of  an  ac- 
ceptable spoken  message,  however,  are  suggest- 
ed as  possibly  valid  in  most  cases.  Seldom  will 
the  speaker  achieve  all.  Fortunately  God  is  will- 
ing to  use  imperfect  instruments  in  accomplish- 
ing His  purposes.  The  spoken  message  should 
be: 

Religious— Whatexer  the  subject,  it  must  be 
conceived  in  a religious  manner.  One  endeax- 
ours  to  see  the  matter  as  God  xvonld  see  it. 

Spontaneous— The  spoken  message  is  not  pre- 
pared in  adxance.  Preparation  is  onlx  in  gener- 
al fitness  and  not  explicit  for  a special  occasion. 
If  a message  arises  in  the  mind  outside  the 
meeting  for  xvorsliip,  it  must  be  kept  until  there 
is  a clear  feeling  that  the  appropriate  time  has 
arrived  to  gixe  it  utterance. 

Non-personal— The  speaker  must  think  ol  him- 
self as  au  instrument  through  xvhom  the  S[)irit 
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speaks,  in  order  that  what  is  greater  than  he 
may  flow  through  him. 

Non-argumentative— The  speaker  does  not  ar- 
gue. Quaker  vocal  utterances  should  never 
take  on  the  quality  which  belongs  to  the  public 
address,  the  form,  or  the  lecture  hall. 

Simple  and  brief— It  is  an  ancient  testimony 
of  Friends  that  persons  not  formally  educated 
are  quite  as  likely  to  be  called  to  the  ministry 
as  are  the  academically  trained.  Often  a single 
sentence,  spoken  with  reverence  and  conviction, 
carries  more  weight  than  do  many  words.  There 
should  be  no  fear  that  too  much  of  the  meeting 
will  be  held  in  silence. 

Unified,  with  itself  and  other  messages— Abil- 
ity to  cease  when  the  message  of  concern  is  un- 
burdened is  a valued  accomplishment.  Mes- 
sages given  in  relation  to  one  another  help  to 
gather  the  meeting  into  a spirit  of  unity.  Fol- 
lowing a spoken  message  time  should  be  al- 
lowed for  it  to  make  its  appeal  before  another 
message,  or  addition  to  the  thought,  is  given. 

Speaker:  We  do  not  set  any  one  apart  whose 
special  duty  it  is  to  supply  the  spoken  word  in 
our  meetings.  Responsibility  rests  on  every 
member  to  be  ready  and  willing  to  take  part 
under  a due  sense  of  divine  prompting. 

The  call  to  speak  is  a normal  experience.  It 
will  come  at  times  to  all  earnest  seekers  for  di- 
vine help,  and  is  recognized  by  a persistent  urge 
to  share  religious  experience  and  aspiration.  In 
the  expression  of  adoration,  thanksgiving,  peni- 
tence, and  petition,  thought  and  feeling  are 
united  in  a peculiar  measure  and  the  human 
being  may  feel  too  weak  to  give  them  utter- 
ance. One  who  is  timid  or  unaccustomed  to 
speak  should  have  faith  that  God  will  strength- 
en him.  The  experienced  speaker  should  be 
watchful  not  to  speak  at  undue  length. 

We  do  not  regard  those  who  have  a gift  of 
ministry  as  infallible,  or  even  as  necessarily 
closer  to  God  than  many  of  the  silent  worship- 
pers who  form  part  of  the  congregation.  On  all 
of  us  lies  the  responsibility  to  be  open  to  the 
gift  from  above,  willing  to  receive  it  and  use  it 
faithfully. 

Listener:  The  value  of  the  utterance  depends 
quite  as  much  on  the  listener  as  on  the  speaker. 
If  anything  should  seem  to  be  spoken  amiss  at 
a meeting,  so  far  from  giving  way  to  irritation 
at  what  seems  unprofitable.  Friends  should  be 
deeply  concerned  for  their  own  share  in  creat- 
ing the  right  spiritual  atmosphere  in  which  the 
harm  fades  out  and  the  good  grows.  Sometimes 
the  hearer  loses  help  which  he  might  have  re- 
ceived had  be  been  sympathetic  and  sensitive, 
remembering  that  this  message  may  perhaps, 
bring  help  to  others. 


Rendering  comfort  to  the  suffering  is  commendable. 
True  Christian  compassion  also  vigorously  concerns 
itself  with  the  removal  of  the  causes  of  suffering.  — 
The  California  Friend,  March,  1955. 


OPPORTUNITY  FOR  CHANGE 

At  the  time  of  the  visit  of  Earle  Edwards,  of  Swarth- 
more,  Penna.,  Meeting,  February  27,  Willamette  VaUey 
Monthly  Meeting  included  in  its  Minutes  this  comment 
on  his  message  to  the  Meeting;  Friends  all  over  the 
country  “are  increasingly  aware  of  our  need  to  attract 
others  to  our  groups.  One  reason  we  do  not  attract 
others  may  be  that  we  do  not  take  ourselves  seriously 
enough— each  meeting  for  worship  is  an  opportunity 
for  change  in  ourselves  and  others.” 


PHILADELPHIA  YEARLY  MEETING 

Friends  of  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  unite  with 
Friends  of  all  the  world  in  joy  and  satisfaction 
that  there  is  now  one  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meet- 
ing. Those  of  us  who  have  our  roots,  either 
actually  or  spiritually,  in  Arch  Street  or  Race 
Street  Yearly  Meetings  feel  a special  gratifica- 
tion that  on  March  28,  1955,  this  act  of  faith, 
was  accomplished.  It  is  the  culmination  of  long 
hours  of  conference,  of  courageous  facing  of 
facts,  of  hesitant  steps  forward,  of  years  of 
prayer  and  unobtrusive  work. 

The  joining  of  these  large  Quaker  bodies 
should  make  our  own  small  Yearly  Meeting 
ponder  its  differences,  its  problems  of  growing 
together  in  common  purpose.  We  are  very 
young;  we  have  the  usually  refreshing  but  some- 
times almost  savage  independence  of  the  young. 
We  also  encompass  probably  the  most  varied 
membership  of  any  Friends’  group,  not  only 
because  of  our  geography  but  because  of  our 
rapid  growth.  More  than  established  bodies,  we 
need  a special  supply  of  humility,  a more 
earnest  dedication  to  the  Will  of  God,  and  a 
particular  tenderness  toward  the  unfolding  of 
the  Spirit  in  others.  Let  us  not  distrust  tradition 
for  itself;  let  us  test  it  by  our  own  modern  and 
independent  thought  and  our  clearest  religious 
insight. 

“There  is  nothing  to  regret  about  past  theolo- 
gical differences  in  Philadelphia  Quakerism,” 
says  an  editorial  in  the  Friends  Intelligencer. 
“They  were  a God-given  wealth  of  diversity 
that  has  enriched  our  thinking  and  strengthened 
mutual  understanding  and  forbearance.  Rut 
there  is  every  reason  for  repenting  the  lack  of 
charity  and  tolerance  which  in  some  dark  hours 
of  the  past  had  its  triumphs  on  both  sides  of 
the  family.  Our  forbears  stumbled,  not  because 
they  were  weak,  but  because  they  considered 
themselves  strong  when,  in  fact,  there  was  every 
indication  of  their  being  weak.  The  genius  of 
Quakerism  is  to  unite  its  membership  in  obe- 
dience to  God’s  will  while  tolerating  the  broad- 
est range  of  theological  differences.  We  know 
of  no  other  Ghi'istian  body  that  subordinates 
theology  and  dogma  so  unequivoeally  to  the 
search  for  a Ghristian  way  of  life  as  Friends  do. 
The  predicaments  of  our  time  demand  the  illumi- 
nation of  our  darkness  with  the  moral  courage 
and  strength  of  a life  lived  in  obedience  to 
God’s  command  and  the  example  of  Jesus 
Ghrist.”  —Esther  G.  Richards 
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NEWS  FROM  HERE  AND  THERE 

The  Visitation  Committee,  entrusted  with  the  task 
of  eneouraging  and  eoordinating  vital  visitation  among 
our  member  Meetings,  would  find  their  task  easier  if 
the  Monthly  Meetings  would  report  on  the  extent  of 
visits  whieh  have  been  made  within  the  Yearly  Meeting. 
The  eo-chairmen  are  Josiah  and  Ruth  Russell,  724 
Loma  Vista  Drive,  Albuquerque,  New  Mexieo. 

ft  ft 

Gratifying  recognition  of  the  work  of  our  Committee 
on  Education  appears  in  the  Religious  Education  Bul- 
letin, a quarterly  published  by  Friends  Central  Bureau, 
1515  Cherry  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  This  quarterly  in 
March  contained  a review  of  the  committee’s  publica- 
tion, “Resources  for  Growth  in  Religious  Education.” 
As  a result,  the  chairman,  Lois  Bailey  ( 13864  Sayre 
St.,  San  Fernando,  Calif.)  has  been  receiving  requests 
for  the  pamphlet  from  all  parts  of  the  country.  She 
reports  she  now  has  less  than  fifty  copies  left. 

* # 

February  27,  1955,  was  the  fifteenth  anniversary 
of  the  founding  of  the  Los  Angeles  Monthly  Meeting. 
March  13  marked  the  same  milestone  for  San  Francisco 
Monthly  Meeting. 

ft  ft  ft 

Refugee  families  are  being  sponsored  by  La  Jolla  and 
Los  Angeles  Monthly  Meetings.  La  Jolla  also  reports 
that  there  are  now  14  children  in  its  Meeting  School. 

ft  ft  ft 

The  new  clerk  of  Eugene  Preparative  Meeting  is 
Lois  Barton,  Rt.  4,  Box  319,  Eugene,  Oregon. 

ft  ft  ft 

Riverside- Redlands  Monthly  Meeting  reports  in- 
creasing numbers  at  their  meetings  for  worship.  The 
second  Wednesday  of  the  month,  they  have  a study 
group  and  pot-luck  supper.  Also,  each  Thursday  a group 
of  young  people  meets  for  discussion  at  the  home  of 
Albert  and  Joan  Baez,  920  Campus  Ave.,  Redlands, 
Calif. 

ft  ft  ft 

A new  edition  of  the  Friends  Hymnal  will  appear  in 
the  fall  of  1955,  announces  The  Messenger  of  Phila- 
delphia Yearly  Meeting.  In  accordance  with  suggestions 
of  a large  number  of  Meetings  and  schools  which  use 
the  hymnal,  the  enlarged  edition  will  contain  more 
hymns  for  children  and  young  people,  a expanded 
section  of  spirituals,  and  more  hymns  for  special  seasons 
and  holidays.  The  pitch  of  some  of  the  hymns  will  also 
be  lowered  to  make  them  more  “singable.”  Hymnals 
may  be  ordered  from  Friends  Central  Bureau,  1515 
Clierry  St.,  Philadelphia  2,  Pa. 

9 * <t 

Births:  “Members  of  Palo  Alto  Meeting  have  been 
having  a run  on  boys!”  writes  Sara  Conrow  (1132 
Webster  St.,  Palo  Alto,  Calif.).  “We  have  had  an  in- 
crease of  five  in  four  months. 

“Both  Eric  Danton  Fischer  and  Roger  Allan  Conrow 
arrived  on  November  16,  1954.  Eric’s  parents  are 
Paul  and  Marguerite  Fischer;  Roger’s  are  Thornton 
and  Sara  Conrow.  On  February  13,  Jonathan  Bernt 
Tesdell  was  born  to  Loren  and  Margaret  Tesdell. 
Clyde  Todd  Kennedy  was  born  on  March  7 to  Robert 
and  Barbara  Kennedy.  On  March  16,  1955,  Ian  Mac- 
Duffie  Lancaster  was  born  to  Jo  and  Addie  Lancaster. 
We  are  wondering  who  will  break  the  chain  of  boys!” 

ft  ft  ft 

Died:  on  March  10,  1955,  in  Seattle,  Washington, 
Gertrude  Shinn,  a faithful  member  of  University 
Monthly  Meeting.  A memorial  service  was  held  for  her 
at  University  Meeting,  March  13. 

MORE  ON  TAXES 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Friends  peace  te.stimony  that  Friends  can  not 
support  or  prepare  for  war,  implies  that  one  can  not 
pay  others  to  prepare  for  or  engage  in  war.  It  is  not 


true  that  one  can’t  avoid  or  refuse  to  pay  federal  income 
taxes.  To  keep  one’s  income  below  the  tax  level  is  the 
most  practical  course,  I think— having  done  so  for  the 
last  5 years.  A change  in  employment  may  be  necessary, 
but  can  a Friend  properly  hold  a job  that  causes  him 
to  compromise  with  his  testimonies? 

If  we  follow  the  Richmond  Statement,  1950,  “Con- 
scientious objection  must  be  complemented  by  con- 
scientious projection  of  God’s  spirit  into  affimative  ac- 
tion,” we  will  be  involved  in  so  much  volunteer  activity 
for  peace  that  we  won’t  have  time  enough  for  money- 
making jobs  to  have  a taxable  income.  The  important 
thing  is  to  do  all  one  is  able  for  peace  . . . 

John  Affolter 

4004  13th  Ave.,  South 
Seattle  8,  Washington 

To  the  Editor: 

When  I read  in  the  paper  about  a faculty  member 
of  a college  withholding  payment  of  taxes  on  her 
dividends,  I inquired  of  Samuel  Levering,  chairman 
of  the  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation,  what 
happens  in  such  cases.  He  reported  that  if  the  with- 
holder  has  a bank  account  or  real  property,  the  gov- 
ernment will  collect  what  was  withheld.  This  everyone 
who  is  thinking  of  this  procedure  should  know. 

Those  who  have  had  some  success  in  not  paying 
taxes  plan  not  to  have  a taxable  income.  If  you  have 
no  job,  raise  your  own  food  and  resort  to  primitive 
barter,  you  can  “evade”  the  tax.  But  this  is  a cumber- 
some way  of  moving  towards  non-participation  in  the 
war  establishment. 

For  this  reason  it  is  urgent  that  we  influence  our 
legislators  to  reduce  the  34  billion  given  to  the  War 
Department,  and  channel  the  money  into  agriculture, 
education,  roads,  museums,  parks,  soil  erosion  control, 
forestry  and  other  socially  useful  projects.  When  we 
realize  that  pennies  are  given  for  UNESCO  and  related 
United  Nations  peacemaking  projects,  compared  with 
hundreds  of  dollars  for  war,  then  we  will  be  attacking 
the  Achilles’  heel. 

■ — Imre  Domonkos 
Rt.  2,  Oberlin,  Ohio 


CAMP  TO  BE  MORE  SPONTANEOUS 

“Free  time,  recreation  and  spontaneous  discussion  will 
be  emphasized  more  this  year  at  the  Family  Camp 
sponsored  by  the  American  Friends  Service  Committees 
and  Fellowship  of  Reconciliation  groups  in  the  North- 
west,” writes  John  Affolter  (4004  13th  Ave.,  South, 
Seattle,  8,  Wn. ) . The  camp  will  be  August  28  to 
September  3,  inclusive  at  Gwinwood  Conference 
Grounds,  Lake  Hicks,  near  Olympia,  Washington. 

“Discussion  meetings  will  center  around  building 
more  harmony  and  brotherhood  in  home  and  com- 
munity. Swimming,  boating,  crafts,  dramatics,  folk- 
dancing, and  group  worship  will  be  featured  as  in  the 
past. 

“Campers  will  be  free  of  work  shifts,  with  the  provi- 
sion that  any  camper  may  volunteer  in  ad\ance  and 
receive  a reduction  in  camp  fee  proportional  to  the 
length  of  shift  desired.  Fees  will  bo  about  $25  for 
adults,  less  for  children  depending  on  age.  All  campers 
shoidd  register  early— chore  volunteers  espccialK’— .since 
camp  facilities  are  limited.  Registrations  acci'ptcd  by 
A.F.S.C.  offices:  1108  S.E.  Crand,  Portland  14,  Ore- 
gon; 3959  15th  Ave.,  N.E.,  Seattle  5,  Wn.” 


CHEESE  FACTORY  AND  SUGAR  MILL 

Marian  Gooden  of  2666  Olive  Ave..  .Mtadena, 
Calif.,  and  Emi'ii  A.  Peckham  of  306  W'utnra  St., 
Altadena,  Calif,  \isited  the  leriends  in  Monleverde, 
Costa  Riea,  in  l'\-brnar\-.  “Tlu'  eomnnmit>\”  Marian 
Coodi'ii  writes,  “now  numbers  about  60.  half  of  whom 
ue  Roekwells  and  more  or  less  nJated  to  us!  Reet'iit 
additions  to  the  group  are  Lewis  and  Faye  W.vlmsi.ey 
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THE  FRIENDS  BULLETIN 

Bulletin  Committee:  Grace  Lawrence,  chairman, 

Eleanor  Brownell,  Robert  Dann,  Ferner  Nuhn, 
Gretchen  Tuthill,  Martha  Vallance. 

Editor:  Esther  Richards. 

All  contributions  and  correspondence  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Friends  Bulletin,  2814.  N.  E.  27th 
Ave.,  Portland  12,  Oregon. 

PACIFIC  YEARLY  MEETING  and  PACIFIC  COAST 
ASSOCIATION  OF  FRIENDS 

Clerk:  Ruth  Schmoe,  13434  40th  Ave.,  N.E.,  Seat- 
tle 55,  Washington;  Alternate  Clerk:  Lyra  Dann, 
725  N.  29th.,  Corvallis,  Oregon;  Recording  Clerk: 
Catherine  Bruner,  1603  Woodland  Drive,  Stock- 
ton,  California;  Reading  Clerk:  Clarence  Cunning- 
ham, 2422  Channing  Way,  Berkeley,  California; 
Secretary:  Frances  W.  Baltuth,  2597  Redondo 
Ave,  Long  Beach,  Calif.;  Treasurer:  Robert  L.  Sim- 
kin,  1032  West  36th  St.,  Los  Angeles  7,  California; 
Assistant  Treasurer:  Fannie  C.  Timberlake,  1368 
W.  37th  Drive,  Los  Angeles  7,  California. 


from  San  Diego,  members  of  the  La  Jolla  Meeting. 
Everyone  seemed  well  and  of  course  busy.  One  new 
building  promises  to  house  a small  furniture  factory. 
Nearby  is  the  trapeche  or  sugar  mill  where  the  locally 
grown  sugar  cane  is  converted  into  a delicious  sweeten- 
ing known  as  dulce. 

■‘Just  across  the  river  are  the  saw  mill  and  the 
creamery,  two  very  important  projects.  Cheese  is  the 
main  product  as  yet  of  the  creamery;  Oscar  Montien 
turns  out  an  excellent  quality  Cheddar  and  Edam, 
which  are  finding  a good  market  . . . Cecil  Rockwell 
has  the  small  general  store,  and  all  of  their  children 
are  in  school.  Mary  Mendenhall  is  still  teaching  the 
school,  which  was  to  begin  soon  after  we  left.  She  was 
to  have  some  part-time  help  from  others  in  the  group 
this  year— which  will  be  much  appreciated.” 


A MINUTE  OF  RECORD 

The  following  was  sent  to  us  by  the  Friends  World 
Committee  (20  S.  12th  Street,  Philadelphia  2,  Pa.).  It 
is  a summary  of  the  discussions  at  the  1954  Easter 
conference  of  the  European  Section,  held  at  Stensund, 
Sweden.  The  section  states  that  it  is  not  intended  as 
a statement  or  message  for  those  outside  Friends’ 
groups,  but  merely  a “minute  of  record.”— Ed. 

We  have  met  at  Stensund  in  conference  to 
consider  the  life  and  practice  of  Friends  in  the 
light  of  our  Books  of  Discipline,  and  have,  in 
that  connection  been  concerned  with  our  re- 
sponsibility for  publishing  Truth.  We  have 
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asked  ourselves  how  we  can  increase  in  our 
Meetings  a sensitiveness  to  the  spiritual  needs 
of  those  around  us.  It  is  necessary  to  use  lan- 
guage which  will  reach  the  understanding  of 
those  we  seek  to  help,  and  whose  help  we,  in 
our  turn,  sorely  need.  Quakerism  has  a role  to 
play  interpreting  and  crystalising  the  aspira- 
tions of  many  who  are  seeking  Truth.  We  must 
receive  a vision  of  the  unity  and  wholeness  of 
life,  which  goes  far  beyond  the  life  of  any  one 
individual— a vision  which  gives  us  both  the  di- 
rection, and  the  power,  to  follow  the  way  we 
should  go.  Quakerism,  like  life,  should  be  dy- 
namic, not  static,  and  should  be  a spiritual 
movement  rather  than  a sect. 

We  must  beware  lest  we  weaken  our  spirit- 
ual capacity  by  undertaking  responsibilities  and 
outward  affairs  to  which  we  are  not  spiritually 
led;  and  we  must,  in  our  group  life,  avoid  over- 
organization. The  best  organization  is  that 
which  provides  a balance  between  the  vision  we 
have,  and  the  resources  and  strength  which  we 
possess  to  carry  out  the  vision. 

Increase  in  membership  ( although  not  a 
primary  aim)  is  necessary  in  order  to  maintain 
and  develop  the  life  of  our  Quaker  groups. 

Some  of  us  do  not  feel  that  membership  in 
another  Church  is  incompatible  with  member- 
ship on  our  Society,  but  we  agree  that  each  in- 
dividual should  seriously  consider  whether  full 
responsibilities  as  a member  of  two  Commun- 
ions can  be  fulfilled,  with  justice  to  both. 

The  principal  contribution  of  Friends  to 
the  larger  Christian  Church  has  not  been  so 
much  a new  theology,  as  the  fostering  the  type 
of  person  who  seeks  and  receives  direct  guid- 
ance of  God  in  all  aspects  of  life. 

Friends  should  not  be  afraid  to  express  con- 
viction which  may  arouse  opposition,  for  out  of 
the  consequent  tensions,  progress  and  new  pos- 
sibilities can  and  may  arise.  Absence  of  tension 
often  means  sleep.  Our  ministry  of  reconcilia- 
tion will  be  manifested  if  we  maintain  an  atti- 
tude of  love,  as  did  Jesus,  to  those  from  whom 
we  differ. 
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